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 330 
Stellingen		(Propositions)		
	Behorende	bij	het	proefschrift	
	1. Normative	conceptualisations	of	change	do	not	capture	the	reality	of	life	in	Mongolia	as	I	encountered	it	during	my	fieldwork	between	2012-3.	2. Mongolia’s	transition	to	postsocialism	has	not	unfolded	as	first	predicted,	either	by	the	state,	international	donor	agencies,	non-governmental	organisations,	and	ordinary	Mongolians.		3. For	most	people	life	continues	to	be	constrained	by	the	limitations	of	living	in	a	rural	society,	refracted	through	new	contradictions	associated	with	Mongolia’s	struggling	economy.		4. Especially	for	herding	households	their	experiences	of	postsocialism	cannot	not	be	reduced	to	any	teleological	process,	but	are	instead	characterised	by	a	range	of	non-linear,	co-existing,	and	often	reversible	processes	which	problematise	normative	assumptions.		5. In	order	to	fully	understand	how	people	experience	life	in	the	late	postsocialist	context	it	is	essential	to	develop	new	ways	of	thinking	and	writing	outside	the	familiar	metanarratives.		6. Skill	offers	a	useful	lens	to	better	understand	people’s	experiences	of	postsocialist	change.	7. Extending	Tim	Ingold’s	concept	of	enskilment	and	combining	this	with	a	critique	of	the	teleological	metanarratives	which	underpin	normative	conceptualisations	gives	a	processual	and	polydirectional	perspective	of	change	grounded	in	skilled	practice.		8. My	approach	emphasises	not	only	the	transmission	of	skills	between	the	generations	but	also	new	skills	learnt	in	articulation	with	change,	as	well	as	those	that	are	lost,	forgotten,	transformed,	contested,	and	transposed	in	relation	to	varying	contexts	of	social,	economic,	and	political	transformation.	9. By	extending	skill	in	this	way	and	by	observing	transformations	in	skilled	practice,	we	are	better	afforded	insight	into	the	polydirectional	experiences	of	the	postsocialist	context,	including	differentiation	within	communities	and	between	the	generations,	non-linear	changes	and	transpositions,	as	well	as	non-teleological	reversals.		10. It	is	crucial	to	explore	the	social	and	existential	implications	of	people	losing	or	forgetting	certain	skills,	and	how	they	go	about	re-embodying,	re-inventing,	and	re-imagining	new	skills	in	contexts	of	social	change.		11. Anthropologists	require	a	critical	reflection	on	how	we	think	about	change	in	explicit	and	implicit	ways,	and	how	we	might	use	our	ethnographic	material	from	different	social	and	cultural	contexts	to	problematise	our	own	taken-for-granted	assumptions	of	processes	of	transformation.			
